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Whét isit to be Hungarian? What does it feel like? Most Hungarians are
convinced that the rest of the world just doesn't get them. They are right. True,
much of the world thinks highly of Hungarians--for reasons ranging from their
heroism in the 1956 revolution to their genius as mathematicians, physicists, and
financiers. But Hungarians do often seem to be living proof of the old joke that
Magyars arein fact Martians: they may be situated in the very heart of Europe,
but they are equipped with a confounding language, extraterrestrial (albeit
endearing) accents, and an unearthly way of thinking.

What most Hungarians learn from life about the Magyar mind is now available,
for the first time, in this user-friendly guide to what being Hungarian is all about.

The Essential Guide to Being Hungarian brings together twelve authors well-
versed in the quintessential ingredients of being Hungarian--from the
stereotypical Magyar man to the stereotypical Magyar woman, foods to folk
customs, livestock to literature, film to philosophy, palitics to porcelain, and
scientists to sports.

In fifty short, highly readable, often witty, sometimes politically incorrect, but
always candid articles, the authors demonstrate that being credibly Hungarian--
like being French, Polish or Japanese--is largely a matter of carrying around in
your head a potpourri of conceptions and preconceptions acquired over the years
from your elders, society, school, the streets, and mass media.

Compacting this wealth of knowledge into an irresistible little book, The

Essential Guide to Being Hungarian is an indispensable reference that will teach
you how to be Hungarian, even if you already are.
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What isit to be Hungarian? What does it feel like? Most Hungarians are convinced that the rest of the world
just doesn't get them. They are right. True, much of the world thinks highly of Hungarians--for reasons
ranging from their heroism in the 1956 revolution to their genius as mathematicians, physicists, and
financiers. But Hungarians do often seem to be living proof of the old joke that Magyars arein fact Martians:
they may be situated in the very heart of Europe, but they are equipped with a confounding language,
extraterrestrial (albeit endearing) accents, and an unearthly way of thinking.

What most Hungarians learn from life about the Magyar mind is now available, for the first time, in this
user-friendly guide to what being Hungarian is all about.

The Essential Guide to Being Hungarian brings together twelve authors well-versed in the quintessential
ingredients of being Hungarian--from the stereotypical Magyar man to the stereotypical Magyar woman,
foodsto folk customs, livestock to literature, film to philosophy, politicsto porcelain, and scientists to sports.

In fifty short, highly readable, often witty, sometimes politically incorrect, but always candid articles, the
authors demonstrate that being credibly Hungarian--like being French, Polish or Japanese--is largely a matter
of carrying around in your head a potpourri of conceptions and preconceptions acquired over the years from
your elders, society, school, the streets, and mass media.

Compacting this wealth of knowledge into an irresistible little book, The Essential Guide to Being
Hungarian is an indispensabl e reference that will teach you how to be Hungarian, even if you aready are.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A useful and entertaining appetizer for those who are interested in the past and present of Hungary and the
Hungarians."

--Paul Lendvai, author of The Hungarians

"An anthology of well-written, witty, and self-critical pieces, reviving national stereotypesin tasteful, if not
always PC humor. . . . Like the entries of an encyclopedia, each chapter initiates the reader into a facet of
Hungarian life that is more or less obvious to Hungarians, but probably either unknown to or misunderstood
by foreigners.”

--Daniel Danyi, Hungarian Literature Online (hlo.hu) --Hungarian Literature Online (hlo.hu)

An anthology of well-written, witty, and self-critical pieces, reviving national stereotypesin tasteful, if not
aways PC humor. . . . Like the entries of an encyclopedia, each chapter initiates the reader into a facet of
Hungarian life that is more or less obvious to Hungarians, but probably either unknown to or misunderstood
by foreigners. --Daniel Danyi, Hungarian Literature Online --Hungarian Literature Online (hlo.hu)

About the Author

Istvan Bori, the lead editor, holds degrees in geography and history from the University of Szeged in
Hungary. Since 1995 he has been an instructor in Budapest at the Balint Balassi Hungarian Cultural Institute,
where he helped establish the Hungarian Studies Division. His specialties are twentieth-century Hungarian
economic history and social geography.

The other editors are Noemi Kiss, Peter Racz, and Gabor Vaderna. Kissis awriter and critic, and associate
professor of literature at the University of Miskolc. Racz is an award-winning poet and literary trandator,
and the founding director of the Hungarian Translators House Foundation. Vaderna, who holds degreesin
Hungarian language and literature, comparative literature, and aesthetics, is an assistant professor at Eotvos
Lorand University in Budapest.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Baobby Townsend:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
usto find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Essential Guide to Being Hungarian: 50 Facts and Facets
of Nationhood.



Michael Farrell:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just
their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it isright. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this particular The Essential Guide to Being Hungarian: 50 Facts
and Facets of Nationhood to read.

Dorothy Delar osa:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get alot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyonein thisworld
may share their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Essential Guide to Being Hungarian: 50 Facts and Facets of Nationhood.

Melissa Ray:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the ideawhen
they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The Essential Guide to Being Hungarian:
50 Facts and Facets of Nationhood to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of
reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like
to wide open abook and learn it. Beside that the e-book The Essential Guide to Being Hungarian: 50 Facts
and Facets of Nationhood can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of thistime.
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