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The longest war the United States has ever fought is the ongoing war in
Afghanistan. But when we speak of "Afghanistan," we really mean a conflict that
straddles the border with Pakistan--and the reality of Islamic militancy on that
border is enormously complicated.

In Talibanistan, an unparalleled group of experts offer a nuanced understanding
of this critical region. Edited by Peter Bergen, author of the bestselling books The
Longest War and The Osama Bin Laden I Know, and Katherine Tiedemann, these
essays examine in detail the embattled territory from Kandahar in Afghanistan to
Pakistan's Northwest Frontier Province and Federally Administered Tribal Areas.
They pull apart the distinctions between the Taliban and al Qaeda--and the
fractures within each movement; assess the effectiveness of American and
Pakistani counterinsurgency campaigns; and explore the pipeline of militants into
and out of the war zone. Throughout, these scrupulously researched studies
challenge convenient orthodoxies. Counterterrorism expert Brian Fishman
criticizes the customary distinction between an Afghan and Pakistani Taliban as
being too neat to describe their fragmented reality. Hassan Abbas paints a subtle
portrait of the political and religious forces shaping the insurgency in the
Northwest Frontier Province, uncovering poor governance, economic distress,
and resentment of foreign troops in nearby Afghanistan. And Peter Bergen and
Katherine Tiedemann try to identify the real numbers of drone strikes and
victims, both militants and civilians, while disputing claims for their strategic
effectiveness.

These and other essays provide profound new insight into this troubled region.
They are required reading for anyone seeking a fresh understanding of a central
strategic challenge facing the United States today.
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The longest war the United States has ever fought is the ongoing war in Afghanistan. But when we speak of
"Afghanistan," we really mean a conflict that straddles the border with Pakistan--and the reality of Islamic
militancy on that border is enormously complicated.

In Talibanistan, an unparalleled group of experts offer a nuanced understanding of this critical region. Edited
by Peter Bergen, author of the bestselling books The Longest War and The Osama Bin Laden I Know, and
Katherine Tiedemann, these essays examine in detail the embattled territory from Kandahar in Afghanistan
to Pakistan's Northwest Frontier Province and Federally Administered Tribal Areas. They pull apart the
distinctions between the Taliban and al Qaeda--and the fractures within each movement; assess the
effectiveness of American and Pakistani counterinsurgency campaigns; and explore the pipeline of militants
into and out of the war zone. Throughout, these scrupulously researched studies challenge convenient
orthodoxies. Counterterrorism expert Brian Fishman criticizes the customary distinction between an Afghan
and Pakistani Taliban as being too neat to describe their fragmented reality. Hassan Abbas paints a subtle
portrait of the political and religious forces shaping the insurgency in the Northwest Frontier Province,
uncovering poor governance, economic distress, and resentment of foreign troops in nearby Afghanistan.
And Peter Bergen and Katherine Tiedemann try to identify the real numbers of drone strikes and victims,
both militants and civilians, while disputing claims for their strategic effectiveness.

These and other essays provide profound new insight into this troubled region. They are required reading for
anyone seeking a fresh understanding of a central strategic challenge facing the United States today.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[Peter Bergen] has edited and introduces Talibanistan, a frequently brilliant collection of essays by different
experts on the Taliban in Afghanistan and Pakistan, including an analysis of the extent to which their past
links with al-Qaeda represent an enduring threat to the West..." --New York Review of Books

"[Talibanistan] is written with analytic rigor, historical depth, and lucid prose. This is the one book to read
on Afghanistan now." --Fareed Zakaria

"One of the most insightful and nuanced books available about the most dangerous neighborhood in the
world, and one of the world's murkiest military-religious groups. This collection of essays by experts is a
must-read for Af-Pak practitioners, analysts, and enthusiasts."--Omar Samad, United States Institute of Peace
and former Afghan Ambassador to Canada and France

"When the Taliban rose to power in Afghanistan nearly two decades ago, they confounded outside analysts.
The extremism of their ideology and actions-and their own claims of religious purity-masked the diversity
and complexity of their movement. After the September 11 attacks, American and N.A.T.O. policymakers
tried to ignore the Taliban, dismissing them as a defeated and unpopular force as they concentrated on Al
Qaeda. Now it is evident that the Taliban are a resilient force that will shape politics and violence in
Afghanistan and neighboring countries for years to come. Talibanistan is an essential, sophisticated, and
highly readable guide, one that takes the complexity of its subject seriously but delivers deep, reliable
analysis about an enduring foreign policy and security challenge."--Steve Coll, author of Ghost Wars: The
Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan and Bin Laden, from the Soviet Invasion to September 10, 2001

"This timely and superb array of richly detailed essays by both established scholars and emerging experts
captures the essence of the conflict that rages in the unforgiving landscape that is the Afghanistan-Pakistan
border region-a conflict now seeping into Pakistan proper."-- Shuja Nawaz, author of Crossed Swords:
Pakistan, its Army, and the Wars Within

"Ultimately, the book offers a glimpse into a little known but much discussed group, giving the reader an
improved understanding of the complexities in this region. ... Recommended." --CHOICE

About the Author



Peter Bergen is the director of the National Securities Studies Program at the New America Foundation, and
is National Security Analyst at CNN. He is the author of The Longest War and The Osama Bin Laden I
Know.

Katherine Tiedemann, co-editor, was a research fellow at the New America Foundation until mid-2011.
She is the deputy editor of the AfPak Channel on ForeignPolicy.com, where she writes the AfPak Daily
Brief, a daily synthesis of the news from and about Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Grace Moreno:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Talibanistan: Negotiating the Borders Between Terror, Politics,
and Religion as your daily resource information.

Lawrence Seay:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of
them is this Talibanistan: Negotiating the Borders Between Terror, Politics, and Religion.

Faye Berg:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Talibanistan: Negotiating the Borders Between
Terror, Politics, and Religion can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.



Robert Barker:

The reason why? Because this Talibanistan: Negotiating the Borders Between Terror, Politics, and Religion
is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.
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