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This book provides insights into the archaeological context of the Nok Culture in
Nigeria (West Africa). It was first published in German accompanying the same-
titled exhibition Nok - Ein Ursprung afrikanischer Skulptur at the Liebieghaus
Skulpturensammlung in Frankfurt (30th October 2013 - 23rd March 2014) and
has now been translated into English. A team of archaeologists from the Goethe
University Frankfurt/Main has been researching the Nok Culture since 2005. The
results are now presented to the public. The Nok Culture existed for about 1500
years - from around the mid-second millennium BCE to the turn of the Common
Era. It is mainly known by the elaborate terracotta sculptures which were
likewise the focus of the exhibition. The research of the archaeologists from
Frankfurt, however, not only concerns the terracotta figures. They investigate the
Nok Culture from a holistic perspective and put it into the larger context of the
search for universal developments in the history of mankind. Such a development
- important because it initiated a new era of the past - is the transition from small
groups of hunters and gatherers to large communities with complex forms of
human co-existence. This process took place almost everywhere in the world in
the last 10,000 years, although in very different ways. The Nok Culture
represents an African variant of that process. It belongs to a group of
archaeological cultures or human groups, who in part subsisted on the crops they
were growing and lived in mostly small but permanent settlements in the savanna
regions south of the Sahara from the second millennium BCE onwards. The
discovery of metallurgy is the next turning point in the development of the first
farming cultures. In Africa the first metal used was not copper or bronze as in the
Near East and Europe, but iron. The people of the Nok Culture were among the
first that produced iron south of the Sahara. This happened in the first millennium
BCE - about 1000 years after the agricultural beginning. While iron metallurgy
spread rapidly across sub-Saharan Africa, the terracotta sculptures remained a
cultural monopoly of the Nok Culture. Nothing comparable existed in Africa
outside of Ancient Egypt and the Mediterranean coast. The oldest, securely dated
clay figures date back to the early first millennium BCE. Currently, it seems as if
they appeared in the Nok Culture before iron metallurgy, reaching their peak in
the following centuries. At the end of the first millennium BCE they disappeared
from the scene. There is hardly any doubt about the ritual character of the Nok
sculptures. Yet, central questions remain unanswered: Why did such an
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apparently complex world of ritual practices develop in an early farming culture
just before or at the beginning of the momentous invention of iron production?
Why were the elaborate sculptures - as excavations show - intentionally
destroyed? And why did they disappear as suddenly as they emerged?
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This book provides insights into the archaeological context of the Nok Culture in Nigeria (West Africa). It
was first published in German accompanying the same-titled exhibition Nok - Ein Ursprung afrikanischer
Skulptur at the Liebieghaus Skulpturensammlung in Frankfurt (30th October 2013 - 23rd March 2014) and
has now been translated into English. A team of archaeologists from the Goethe University Frankfurt/Main
has been researching the Nok Culture since 2005. The results are now presented to the public. The Nok
Culture existed for about 1500 years - from around the mid-second millennium BCE to the turn of the
Common Era. It is mainly known by the elaborate terracotta sculptures which were likewise the focus of the
exhibition. The research of the archaeologists from Frankfurt, however, not only concerns the terracotta
figures. They investigate the Nok Culture from a holistic perspective and put it into the larger context of the
search for universal developments in the history of mankind. Such a development - important because it
initiated a new era of the past - is the transition from small groups of hunters and gatherers to large
communities with complex forms of human co-existence. This process took place almost everywhere in the
world in the last 10,000 years, although in very different ways. The Nok Culture represents an African
variant of that process. It belongs to a group of archaeological cultures or human groups, who in part
subsisted on the crops they were growing and lived in mostly small but permanent settlements in the savanna
regions south of the Sahara from the second millennium BCE onwards. The discovery of metallurgy is the
next turning point in the development of the first farming cultures. In Africa the first metal used was not
copper or bronze as in the Near East and Europe, but iron. The people of the Nok Culture were among the
first that produced iron south of the Sahara. This happened in the first millennium BCE - about 1000 years
after the agricultural beginning. While iron metallurgy spread rapidly across sub-Saharan Africa, the
terracotta sculptures remained a cultural monopoly of the Nok Culture. Nothing comparable existed in Africa
outside of Ancient Egypt and the Mediterranean coast. The oldest, securely dated clay figures date back to
the early first millennium BCE. Currently, it seems as if they appeared in the Nok Culture before iron
metallurgy, reaching their peak in the following centuries. At the end of the first millennium BCE they
disappeared from the scene. There is hardly any doubt about the ritual character of the Nok sculptures. Yet,
central questions remain unanswered: Why did such an apparently complex world of ritual practices develop
in an early farming culture just before or at the beginning of the momentous invention of iron production?
Why were the elaborate sculptures - as excavations show - intentionally destroyed? And why did they
disappear as suddenly as they emerged?

Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context By Peter Breunig Bibliography

Rank: #2573906 in Books●

Published on: 2014-10-15●

Original language: German●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 11.81" h x .79" w x 9.45" l, .0 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

304 pages●



 Download Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context ...pdf

 Read Online Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=3937248463
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=3937248463
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=3937248463
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=3937248463
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=3937248463
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=3937248463
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=3937248463
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=3937248463


Download and Read Free Online Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context By Peter Breunig

Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debra Heffner:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context. You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book
Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Juanita Geil:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just
their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this particular Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context
to read.

Joseph Lewis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context why because the
excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Joan Morris:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.



You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context when you required it?
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