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The famed reform debates at al-Azhar Madrasa in nineteenth-century Cairo — one
of the most influential centers of religious study in Sunni 1lam —were
enormously influential for twentieth-century Islamic thought. In this book Indira
Gesink argues that narratives of these debates overemphasize the roles of famous
modernists like Muhammad 'Abduh, obscuring important themes. By restoring
conservative voices to the debate, she shows that conservative 'ulama engaged
many of the same issues as reformers and led committees that generated and
implemented reforms; ultimately, conservative leaders at al-Azhar provided
crucial legitimacy for the reforms to become rooted in public life. Drawing on
obscure, but important, archival sourcesto illustrate the important contributions
of conservative scholars to the evaluation of twentieth-century Sunni Islam,
Islamic Reform and Conservatism is indispensable for all those interested in the
modern Middle East, religious history, secularism, modernism and religious
reform.
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Editorial Review
Review

'Indira Gesink's deeply researched study on al-Azhar reform sheds new light on amajor chapter in the history
of modern Islam. Dispensing with conventional portrayals of entrenched conservatives resisting enlightened
modernists, Gesink reveals afar more nuanced and complicated set of intellectual and political struggles
over al-Azhar's organization, curriculum and administration. The revisionist account of Muhammad Abduh's
character and career is particularly compelling. Gesink rescues the reputations of conservative sheikhs from
the slanted perspective that Orientalists uncritically adopted. In addition, she vividly illustrates the
overlapping influences on a-Azhar of the Muhammad Ali dynasty, British colonial authorities, eminent
sheikhs and rowdy religious pupils. Al-Azhar's present influence in Egypt and the Muslim world owes much
to this chapter in its history. Gesink's book most certainly deserves the attention of readers interested in
modern Islamic institutions and thought along with specialists on Egypt.' — David Commins, Professor of
History, Dickinson College; author of The Wahhabi Mission and Saudi Arabia (1.B.Tauris 2006)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sonya Wright:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have freetime? What did
you do? All people has many gquestions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their
can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this specific Issamic Reform and Conservatism: Al-Azhar and the
Evolution of Modern Sunni Islam to read.

Spencer Fuentes:

Y ou may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Islamic Reform and Conservatism: Al-
Azhar and the Evolution of Modern Sunni Islam is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Thusthere are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Valentin Gonzalez;

Y ou can get this Isamic Reform and Conservatism: Al-Azhar and the Evolution of Modern Sunni Islam by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve troubleif you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but can



you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.

Clark Abeyta:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagralslamic
Reform and Conservatism: Al-Azhar and the Evolution of Modern Sunni Islam.
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