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Religion and spirituality are being transformed in our late modern and
secularising times. New forms of belief proliferate, often notable for not being
limited to traditional systems of reference or expression. Increasingly, these new
religions present worldviews which draw directly upon popular culture - or
occulture - in fiction, film, art and the internet. Fantasy and Belief explores the
context and implications of these types of beliefs through the example of the
Otherkin community. The Otherkin are a loosely-affiliated group who believe
themselves to be in some way more than just human, their non-humanity often
rooted in the characters and narratives of popular fantasy and science fiction.
Challenging much current sociological thinking about spirituality and
consumption, Fantasy and Belief reveals how popular occulture operates to
recycle, develop, and disseminate metaphysical ideas, and how the popular and
the sacred are combining in new ways in today's world.
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Religion and spirituality are being transformed in our late modern and secularising times. New forms of
belief proliferate, often notable for not being limited to traditional systems of reference or expression.
Increasingly, these new religions present worldviews which draw directly upon popular culture - or occulture
- in fiction, film, art and the internet. Fantasy and Belief explores the context and implications of these types
of beliefs through the example of the Otherkin community. The Otherkin are a loosely-affiliated group who
believe themselves to be in some way more than just human, their non-humanity often rooted in the
characters and narratives of popular fantasy and science fiction. Challenging much current sociological
thinking about spirituality and consumption, Fantasy and Belief reveals how popular occulture operates to
recycle, develop, and disseminate metaphysical ideas, and how the popular and the sacred are combining in
new ways in today's world.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Fantasy and Belief takes the reader on an engaging journey into an under-researched corner of our haunted
culture, a corner inhabited by the Otherkin. Along the way it explores several important trajectories for the
study of the sacred and popular culture in the modern world. It should have broad appeal both inside and
outside the academic community." --Christopher Partridge, University of Lancaster

"Kirby offers a sympathetic treatment, taking this community at face value and seeking to understand rather
than to criticize it. The book includes a useful overview of related phenomena/trends such as the occult,
witchcraft, paganism, magic, and New Age understandings of the world. Summing Up: Recommended.
Upper-division undergraduates through faculty." --Choice

"Fantasy and Belief makes provocative points that should influence how we think about religion and
religion-like groups and movements in the contemporary world...The investigation of contemporary and
virtual religions has the potential to revolutionize how social scientists think about religion." --Anthropology
Review Database

About the Author
Danielle Kirby is Lecturer in Communication at RMIT University, Melbourne, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Walker:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and important the book Fantasy and Belief: Alternative Religions,
Popular Narratives, and Digital Cultures (Approaches to New Religions). All type of book are you able to
see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Michael Davis:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Fantasy and Belief:
Alternative Religions, Popular Narratives, and Digital Cultures (Approaches to New Religions) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.



Leslie Mickle:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This Fantasy and Belief: Alternative Religions,
Popular Narratives, and Digital Cultures (Approaches to New Religions) is simple to develop you can read it
in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Harold Esparza:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Fantasy and Belief: Alternative Religions, Popular
Narratives, and Digital Cultures (Approaches to New Religions) was colorful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Fantasy and Belief: Alternative Religions, Popular Narratives, and Digital
Cultures (Approaches to New Religions) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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