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Contemporary art has never been so popular, but what is its role today and who is
controlling its future? Contemporary art is supposed to be a realm of freedom
where artists shock, break taboos, flout generally received ideas, and switch
between confronting viewers with works of great emotional profundity and jaw-
dropping triviality. But away from shock tactics in the gallery, there are many
unanswered questions. Who is really running the art world? What effect has
America's growing political and cultural dominance had on art?
Here Julian Stallabrass takes us inside the international art world to answer these
and other controversial questions, and to argue that behind contemporary art's
variety and apparent unpredictability lies a grim uniformity. Its mysteries are all
too easily explained, its depths much shallower than they seem. Contemporary
art seeks to bamboozle its viewers while being the willing slave of business and
government. This book is your antidote and will change the way you see
contemporary art.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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received ideas, and switch between confronting viewers with works of great emotional profundity and jaw-
dropping triviality. But away from shock tactics in the gallery, there are many unanswered questions. Who is
really running the art world? What effect has America's growing political and cultural dominance had on art?
Here Julian Stallabrass takes us inside the international art world to answer these and other controversial
questions, and to argue that behind contemporary art's variety and apparent unpredictability lies a grim
uniformity. Its mysteries are all too easily explained, its depths much shallower than they seem.
Contemporary art seeks to bamboozle its viewers while being the willing slave of business and government.
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Editorial Review

Review
`'neat introduction....a readable, concise and often witty account....this is a welcome-if partisan-reading of
"contemporary art" and the role of the artist at a time of profound change''
Emmanuel Cooper, Tribune

`'Stallabrass is as ever refreshingly free of bien-pensant nostrums''
Morgan Falconer, Burlington Magazine

About the Author

Julian Stallabrass is Senior Lecturer in Art History at the Courtauld Institute of Art in London. He is the
author of several book on art, including the highly controversial High Art Lite (Verso, 1999), and is a
frequent contributor to publications including the Evening Standard and the New Statesman.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Ashton:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important
any book Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

James McNally:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Contemporary Art: A Very Short
Introduction will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Mary Quinn:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication



you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy
read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Contemporary Art: A Very
Short Introduction is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Bethany Zuniga:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction when you desired it?
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