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"Excellent artists' profiles, lots of reproductions, and illuminating and
original discussions of social and cultural contexts of African American
art."?Booklist.

The African diaspora?a direct result of the transatlantic slave trade and Western
colonialism?generated a wide array of artistic achievements in the past century,
from blues to reggae, from the paintings of Henry Ossawa Tanner to the video
installations of Keith Piper. Richard Powell's study concentrates on the works of
art themselves and on how these works, created during a time of major social
upheaval and transformation, use black culture as both subject and context.

From musings on the "the souls of black folk" in early twentieth-century
painting, sculpture, and photography to questions of racial and cultural identities
in performance, media, and computer-assisted arts in the 1990s, the book draws
on the works of hundreds of artists including Jean-Michel Basquiat, Romare
Bearden, Elizabeth Catlett, Lois Mailou Jones, Wifredo Lam, Jacob Lawrence,
Spike Lee, Archibald Motley, Jr., Faith Ringgold, and Gerard Sekoto.

This revised edition includes expanded coverage of video art and a new chapter
that discusses work by a number of artists who have newly risen to prominence,
such as Chris Ofili, Kara Walker, and Renée Cox. Biographies of more than 170
key artists provide a unique art-historical reference.

Placing its emphasis on black cultural themes rather than on black racial identity,
this groundbreaking book is an important exploration of the visual
representations of black culture throughout the twentieth century and into the
twenty-first. 190 illustrations, 36 in color
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The African diaspora?a direct result of the transatlantic slave trade and Western colonialism?generated a
wide array of artistic achievements in the past century, from blues to reggae, from the paintings of Henry
Ossawa Tanner to the video installations of Keith Piper. Richard Powell's study concentrates on the works of
art themselves and on how these works, created during a time of major social upheaval and transformation,
use black culture as both subject and context.

From musings on the "the souls of black folk" in early twentieth-century painting, sculpture, and
photography to questions of racial and cultural identities in performance, media, and computer-assisted arts
in the 1990s, the book draws on the works of hundreds of artists including Jean-Michel Basquiat, Romare
Bearden, Elizabeth Catlett, Lois Mailou Jones, Wifredo Lam, Jacob Lawrence, Spike Lee, Archibald Motley,
Jr., Faith Ringgold, and Gerard Sekoto.

This revised edition includes expanded coverage of video art and a new chapter that discusses work by a
number of artists who have newly risen to prominence, such as Chris Ofili, Kara Walker, and Renée Cox.
Biographies of more than 170 key artists provide a unique art-historical reference.

Placing its emphasis on black cultural themes rather than on black racial identity, this groundbreaking book
is an important exploration of the visual representations of black culture throughout the twentieth century
and into the twenty-first. 190 illustrations, 36 in color
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Editorial Review

Review
Excellent artists' profiles, lots of reproductions, and illuminating and original discussions of social and
cultural contexts of African American art. -- Booklist

Powell's book is an excellent introductory text for students, with many illustrations. -- Art Book, Gen Doy,
March 2003

Reveals how 'black' imagery engages with larger issues to achieve its symbolic force. -- Art Journal

About the Author
Richard Powell is John Spencer Bassett Professor of Art and Art History at Duke University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Manuel Thomas:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Black Art: A Cultural History (Second Edition)
(World of Art) has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Black Art: A Cultural History (Second
Edition) (World of Art) is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all
the book Black Art: A Cultural History (Second Edition) (World of Art). You never sense lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Natasha Rich:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Black
Art: A Cultural History (Second Edition) (World of Art) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Jill White:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when



compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Black Art: A Cultural History (Second Edition) (World of Art)
can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Carla Spiegel:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book
Black Art: A Cultural History (Second Edition) (World of Art). You can add your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important
that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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