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Bacteria form a fundamental branch of life. They are the oldest forms of life and
the most prolific of all living organisms, inhabiting every part of the Earth's
surface, its ocean depths, and even such inhospitable places as boiling hot
springs. In this Very Short Introduction, bacteriologist Sebastian Amyes explores
the nature of bacteria, their origin and evolution, bacteria in the environment, and
bacteria and disease. Amyes discusses some of the major infections caused by
bacteria-bacteria causes pneumonia, diphtheria, cholera, and many other
diseases-and shows how these pathogens avoid the defences of the human body.
But the book looks at all aspects of bacteria, not just the negative side, stressing
the key benefits of bacteria, which have been harnessed to preserve food, dispose
of waste and to provide compost for horticulture. Indeed, life for man and for
many animals would be impossible without bacteria. Amyes also offers a glance
into the future, describing how bacteria might be manipulated to perform tasks
that they previous were unable to perform and discussing the recent construction
of a completely synthetic bacterial cell.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Bacteria form a fundamental branch of life. They are the oldest forms of life and the most prolific of all
living organisms, inhabiting every part of the Earth's surface, its ocean depths, and even such inhospitable
places as boiling hot springs. In this Very Short Introduction, bacteriologist Sebastian Amyes explores the
nature of bacteria, their origin and evolution, bacteria in the environment, and bacteria and disease. Amyes
discusses some of the major infections caused by bacteria-bacteria causes pneumonia, diphtheria, cholera,
and many other diseases-and shows how these pathogens avoid the defences of the human body. But the
book looks at all aspects of bacteria, not just the negative side, stressing the key benefits of bacteria, which
have been harnessed to preserve food, dispose of waste and to provide compost for horticulture. Indeed, life
for man and for many animals would be impossible without bacteria. Amyes also offers a glance into the
future, describing how bacteria might be manipulated to perform tasks that they previous were unable to
perform and discussing the recent construction of a completely synthetic bacterial cell.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Despite its title, Bacteria is neither 'very short', nor is its level merely 'introductory' - it's appropriate for
teachers as well as students. Succinct and full of detail, there's something for everyone to learn." --The
Biologist

About the Author

Sebastian Amyes is Professor of Microbial Chemotherapy at Edinburgh University, and author of Magic
Bullets: Lost Horizons.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they
have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Bacteria: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Jonas Jones:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you get it as
your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen with
you if you take Bacteria: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as the daily resource
information.

James Haney:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Bacteria: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) your brain will drift away trough every



dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Bacteria: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Mark Authement:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Bacteria: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Bacteria: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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