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In 1663, an indentured servant, Anne Orthwood, was impregnated with twins in a
tavern in Northampton County, Virginia. Orthwood died soon after giving birth;
one of the twins, Jasper, survived. Orthwood's illegitimate pregnancy sparked
four related cases that came before the Northampton magistrates -- who
coincidentally held court in the same tavern -- between 1664 and 1686. These
interrelated cases and the decisions rendered in them are notable for the ways in
which the Virginia colonists modified English common law traditions and began
to create their own, as well as what they reveal about cultural and economic
values in an Eastern shore community. Through these cases, the very reasons
legal systems are created are revealed, namely, the maintenance of social order,
the protection of property interests, the protection of personal reputation, and
personal liberty. Through Jasper Orthwood's life, the treatment of the poor in
small communities is set in sharp relief.

Anne Orthwood's Bastard was the winner of the 2003 Prize in Atlantic History,
American Historical Association.
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County, Virginia. Orthwood died soon after giving birth; one of the twins, Jasper, survived. Orthwood's
illegitimate pregnancy sparked four related cases that came before the Northampton magistrates -- who
coincidentally held court in the same tavern -- between 1664 and 1686. These interrelated cases and the
decisions rendered in them are notable for the ways in which the Virginia colonists modified English
common law traditions and began to create their own, as well as what they reveal about cultural and
economic values in an Eastern shore community. Through these cases, the very reasons legal systems are
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protection of personal reputation, and personal liberty. Through Jasper Orthwood's life, the treatment of the
poor in small communities is set in sharp relief.

Anne Orthwood's Bastard was the winner of the 2003 Prize in Atlantic History, American Historical
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Editorial Review

Review

"Pagan's Anne Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and the Lawin Early Virginia spin engaging yarns that tie together
the best of recent scholarship while also interweaving fresh historical questions and issues....the kind of work
tailor-made to grip and hold the imaginations of undergraduates in early American survey courses
everywhere."--Reviews in American History

"Four cases provide the basis for John Ruston Pagan's intelligent and highly readable book." --Virginia
Magazine of History and Biography

"superb analysis of the colony's nascent social, economic, and judicial structures. . . . terrific scholarship that
adds significantly to historians' understanding of early Virginia. . . . Microhistories succeed when their case
studies illuminate larger themes; at their best, the stories they tell rate as literature. John Pagan scores on
both counts."- The Journal of Southern History

"John Pagan's subtle and sophisticated research and analysis and his lucid and evocative writing bring to life
these Virginians of 350 years ago. The character sketches of the servants, justices of the peace, planters,
jurors, and of Anne Orthwood and her lover are gems of historical writing....[An] excellent
book."--Richmond Times-Dispatch

About the Author

John Ruston Pagan is a Professor in the School of Law at the University of Richmond, Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Slagle:

This Anne Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Anne Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early
Virginia can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Anne Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia forcing you to have an



enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Ross Adams:

This book untitled Anne Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Malcolm Thurmond:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the park. They
actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the book untitled Anne Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia can be
great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Carl Fox:

This Anne Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia is completely new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Anne
Orthwood's Bastard: Sex and Law in Early Virginia can be the light food for you because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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