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In A Common Faith, eminent American philosopher John Dewey calls for the
“emancipation of the true religious quality” from the heritage of dogmatism and
supernaturalism that he believes characterizes historical religions. He describes
how the depth of religious experience and the creative role of faith in the
resources of experience to generate meaning and value can be cultivated without
making cognitive claims that compete with or contend with scientific ones. In a
new introduction, Dewey scholar Thomas M. Alexander contextualizes the text
for students and scholars by providing an overview of Dewey and his philosophy,
key concepts in A Common Faith, and reactions to the text.
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In A Common Faith, eminent American philosopher John Dewey calls for the “emancipation of the true
religious quality” from the heritage of dogmatism and supernaturalism that he believes characterizes
historical religions. He describes how the depth of religious experience and the creative role of faith in the
resources of experience to generate meaning and value can be cultivated without making cognitive claims
that compete with or contend with scientific ones. In a new introduction, Dewey scholar Thomas M.
Alexander contextualizes the text for students and scholars by providing an overview of Dewey and his
philosophy, key concepts in A Common Faith, and reactions to the text.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thomas M. Alexander’s deft introduction elegantly unfolds John Dewey’s A Common Faith for a new
generation of readers seeking novel answers for the ancient questions of ultimate concern"—Jim Garrison,
Virginia Tech
(Jim Garrison)

"Professor Thomas Alexander's introduction to A Common Faith is an important reorientation of this book.
Alexander makes a clear and convincing case for its centrality in Dewey's thought."—William T. Myers,
Birmingham-Southern College
(William T. Myers 2013-04-01)

“Alexander’s careful and imaginative introduction shows how Dewey both understood and respected human
religious experience. Dewey’s insistence that core notions (e.g. religion, God) be recast reflects the still-
urgent need of diverse and democratic citizenries to preserve  religious freedom, aesthetic experience, and
social justice.”—David L. Hildebrand, University of Colorado, Denver
(David L. Hildebrand)

About the Author

John Dewey (1859–1952) was an American philosopher, psychologist, and educational reformer. Thomas
M. Alexander is professor of philosophy at Southern Illinois University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harold Martinez:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular A Common Faith
(Terry Lectures) to read.

Shawn Farr:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story



how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this A Common Faith (Terry Lectures), you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Mary Tiller:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Common Faith (Terry Lectures), it is possible to
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Sally McGarvey:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely A Common Faith (Terry Lectures). This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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