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Since its first publication in 1961 E.H. Carr's What is History? has established
itself as the classic introduction to the subject. Ranging across topics such as
historical objectivity, society and the individual, the nature of causation, and the
possibility of progress, Carr delivered an incisive text that still has the power to
provoke debate today. For this fortieth anniversary reissue, Richard J. Evans has
written an extensive new introduction that discusses the origins and the impact of
the book, and assesses its relevance in the age of twenty-first century
postmodernism and epistemological anxiety.
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Editorial Review

Review

'E.H. Carr...now proves himself to be not only our most distinguished modern historian, but also one of the
most valuable contributors to historical theory.' - Spectator

'As a lively, challenging view of the purpose of historical inquiry and the role of the historian...What is
History? has yet to be bettered.' - David Horspool, Times Literary Supplement

'There is simply no point in talking about the principles and methodology of historical research without
referring to E.H. Carr's seminal work.' - Elliot Jager, The Jerusalem Post

'By situating Carr's book historically so well, Evans...[has] provided the strongest argument yet for leaving
What is History? on the shelf as a theory-of-history primer for undergraduates and for its alternative use as
valuable primary evidence for the history of intellectual politics in mid-20th century Britain.' - Simon
Ditchfield, Times Higher Education Supplement

'Carr's What is History? is still essential reading for all historians. The new edition introduced by Professor
Evans, a leading historian and an accomplished historiographer, provides an excellent insight into Carr's life
and work.' - Jonathan Haslam, author of The Vices of Integrity: E. H. Carr (1892-1982)

'E. H. Carr proves himself to be not only our most distinguished modern historian, but also one of the most
valuable contributors to historical theory.' - The Spectator

About the Author
E.H. CARR who died in 1982 at the age of ninety was a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, UK, and an
Honorary Fellow of Balliol College, Oxford, UK. His books include International Relations between the
Two World Wars 1919-1939, The Twenty Years' Crisis 1919-1939, Nationalism and After, The New Society,
What is History?, 1917: Before and After, Michael Bakunin, The Russian Revolution From Lenin to Stalin
1917-1929, the fourteen volume History of Soviet Russia and The Twilight of the Comintern 1930-1935.

RICHARD J. EVANS is Professor of Modern History at University of Cambridge and author of In Defence
of History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bethany Eng:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important normally. The book What Is History? ended up being making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The book What Is History? is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship while using book What Is History?. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read



some books.

Pam Boyd:

The actual book What Is History? will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to
you. The book What Is History? is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Duncan Houghton:

What Is History? can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing What Is History? however doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Walter Blankenship:

This What Is History? is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief
your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this What Is History? can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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