
The Gruffalo

By Julia Donaldson

The Gruffalo By Julia Donaldson

A mouse is taking a stroll through the deep, dark wood when along comes a
hungry fox, then an owl, and then a snake. The mouse is good enough to eat but
smart enough to know this, so he invents . . . the gruffalo! As Mouse explains,
the gruffalo is a creature with terrible claws, and terrible tusks in its terrible jaws,
and knobbly knees and turned-out toes, and a poisonous wart at the end of its
nose. But Mouse has no worry to show. After all, there’s no such thing as a
gruffalo. . . .
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The eponymous character introduced by this British team owes a large debt to Maurice Sendak's Where the
Wild Things Are. When Mouse meets Fox in the "deep dark wood," he invents a story about the gruffalo,
described very much like Sendak's fearsome quartet of wild thingsA"He has terrible tusks, and terrible claws,
and terrible teeth in his terrible jaws." The gullible fox runs away when Mouse tells him that the gruffalo's
favorite food is roasted fox. "Silly old Fox!" says Mouse, "Doesn't he know?/ There's no such thing as a
gruffalo!" Owl and Snake follow suit until, with a turn of the page, Mouse runs into the creature he has
imagined. Quick-thinking Mouse then tells the monster, "I'm the scariest creature in this deep dark wood./
Just walk behind me and soon you'll see,/ Everyone for miles is afraid of me." Fox, Owl and Snake appear to
be terrified of the tiny mouse, but readers can plainly see the real object of their fears. By story's end, the
gruffalo flees, and Mouse enjoys his nut lunch in peace. Despite the derivative plot line, debut author
Donaldson manipulates the repetitive language and rhymes to good advantage, supplying her story with
plenty of scary-but-not-too-scary moments. Scheffler's gruffalo may seem a goofy hybrid of Max's wild
things, but his cartoonlike illustrations build suspense via spot-art previews of the monster's orange eyes,
black tongue and purple prickles until the monster's appearance in full. Ages 4-8.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
PreSchool-Grade 3-To save himself from being eaten by a fox, an owl, and a snake, an enterprising mouse
declares that he is having lunch with a monster whose favorite food just happens to be the animal who is at
that moment threatening him. With each telling, the gruffalo becomes more menacing until all of the rodent's
tormentors leave him unharmed. The mouse scoffs at them, for everyone knows "There's no such thing as a
gruffal...." But a turn of the page reveals-you guessed it-a gruffalo, that thinks the mouse will "...taste good
on a slice of bread." Undaunted, the rodent devises a plan to frighten the monster off. Young readers will
love the humor in this preposterous story of a trick that backfires and the way the protagonist talks himself
out of his difficulties. Best of all, they will relish being in on the joke as they join in the reading of the
delightfully repetitious rhyming text. Scheffler's cartoonlike illustrations, rendered in watercolor, colored
pencils, and ink, are large and well paced. Facial expressions contrast the animals' alarm with the jaunty
nonchalance of the mouse. The double-page spread that reveals the gruffalo-terrible claws, black tongue,
poisonous wart, purple prickles, and all-is just scary enough to tickle but not frighten youngsters. Serve this
one for a rollicking good time.
Marianne Saccardi, Norwalk Community-Technical College, CT
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
The action of this rhymed and humorous tale centers upon a mouse who ``took a stroll/through the deep dark
wood./A fox saw the mouse/and the mouse looked good.'' The mouse escapes being eaten by telling the fox
that he is on his way to meet his friend the gruffalo (a monster of his imagination), whose favorite food is
roasted fox. The fox beats a hasty retreat. Similar escapes are in store for an owl and a snake; both hightail it
when they learn the particulars: tusks, claws, terrible jaws, eyes orange, tongue black, purple prickles on its
back. When the gruffalo suddenly materializes out of the mouse's head and into the forest, the mouse has to
think quick, declaring himself inedible as the ``scariest creature in the deep dark wood,'' and inviting the
gruffalo to follow him to witness the effect he has on the other creatures. When the gruffalo hears that the
mouse's favorite food is gruffalo crumble, he runs away. It's a fairly innocuous tale, with twists that aren't
sharp enough and treachery that has no punch. Scheffler's funny scenes prevent the suspense from



culminating; all his creatures, predator and prey, are downright lovable. (Picture book. 4-8) -- Copyright
©1999, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Rubio:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Gruffalo will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Clifford Walsh:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Gruffalo book because this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Martin Herrin:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Gruffalo which is keeping the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Carole Arehart:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Gruffalo or others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide
was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Gruffalo to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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