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The leader of Burma’s democracy movement, Aung San Suu Kyi, has joined
Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King Jr., Mahatma Gandhi, and the Dalai Lama
in the global pantheon of those whose lives are dedicated to freedom. Throughout
the world, she is associated with a peaceful struggle for democracy and human
rights. But what is she really like? What drives her to make such enormous
personal sacrifices for her country?

Jesper Bengtsson presents a portrait of one of today’s most significant political
activists. He chronicles her background as the daughter of Burma’s liberation
hero Aung San, the years she spent in England and New York, and her return to
Burma in the 1980s. First placed under house arrest by the military junta in 1989,
she spent fifteen of the subsequent twenty-one years in captivity, separated from
her husband and two children.

Throughout that period, she remained a unifying figure and activist for Burma’s
democracy movement. Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991, she saw her
reputation and her international stature grow the longer she was under house
arrest. Upon her release in November 2010, she immediately took up her work
with the democracy movement and proved that she remains the most important
political force in Burma.

Aung San Suu Kyi’s ability to affect people and repressive regimes reflects not
only her personal charisma and courage but also her devotion to one of the great
issues of our times: What is necessary for democracy to evolve from a deeply
authoritarian system?
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The leader of Burma’s democracy movement, Aung San Suu Kyi, has joined Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther
King Jr., Mahatma Gandhi, and the Dalai Lama in the global pantheon of those whose lives are dedicated to
freedom. Throughout the world, she is associated with a peaceful struggle for democracy and human rights.
But what is she really like? What drives her to make such enormous personal sacrifices for her country?

Jesper Bengtsson presents a portrait of one of today’s most significant political activists. He chronicles her
background as the daughter of Burma’s liberation hero Aung San, the years she spent in England and New
York, and her return to Burma in the 1980s. First placed under house arrest by the military junta in 1989, she
spent fifteen of the subsequent twenty-one years in captivity, separated from her husband and two children.

Throughout that period, she remained a unifying figure and activist for Burma’s democracy movement.
Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991, she saw her reputation and her international stature grow the longer
she was under house arrest. Upon her release in November 2010, she immediately took up her work with the
democracy movement and proved that she remains the most important political force in Burma.

Aung San Suu Kyi’s ability to affect people and repressive regimes reflects not only her personal charisma
and courage but also her devotion to one of the great issues of our times: What is necessary for democracy to
evolve from a deeply authoritarian system?
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book provides a rich historical context for understanding the personal courage and sacrifices of the 'Iron
Butterfly,' as well as of thousands of ordinary Burmese citizens. It is especially important in South and
Southeast Asia, where many women have risen to power due to family backgrounds and have not lived up to
the ideals of freedom and democracy, that Aung San Suu Kyi provides a different model of
leadership."—Manisha Desai, associate professor of sociology and women’s studies, University of
Connecticut
(Manisha Desai)

"To anyone who wants to try to understand why, I highly recommend Burma scholar Jesper Bengtsson’s
highly readable biography."—Östgöta Correspondenten
(Östgöta Correspondenten)

"An excellent biography."—Tidningen Ångermanland
(Tidningen Ångermanland)

"An engaging and believable portrait of a remarkable woman who stands out against the harrowing backdrop
of Burma's sad story, which Bengtsson knows better than most. I confess: my admiration is
endless."—Dagens Nyheter
(Dagens Nyheter)

About the Author
Jesper Bengtsson is a journalist who has followed developments in Burma for more than a decade. He is the
chairman of the Swedish section of the human-rights organization Reporters sans frontières (Reporters
Without Borders). The author of Burma: A Journey in the Shadow of the Dictatorship (2007), he has also
written editorials for the Swedish newspaper Aftonbladet.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luis Gray:

The book Aung San Suu Kyi: A Biography can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Aung San Suu
Kyi: A Biography? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Aung San
Suu Kyi: A Biography has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.



Brian Wallace:

The guide untitled Aung San Suu Kyi: A Biography is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Aung San Suu Kyi: A Biography from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Janelle Coe:

Exactly why? Because this Aung San Suu Kyi: A Biography is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier
to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other
book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Kelly Mays:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This e-book Aung San Suu Kyi: A Biography was filled about science. Spend your spare time
to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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